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Harlequin Corporate Finance Assists evolve telecom to Acquire theWord Direct                   

 

evolve telecom acquires fellow Platinum Partner 

Business communication provider evolve telecom has today acquired fellow Platinum Partner theWord Direct thanks to the 

acquisition support provided by Harlequin Corporate Finance. Managing Director Mark Gordon commented “evolve are 

delighted to be acquiring such a high calibre company to complement and add value to the services it already provides.  The 

desire to find a company that is just the right fit, emphasises evolve’s aim of providing the best possible solution and an 

exceptional level of service to all our customers. theWord Direct fits in well with this philosophy, as it is an extremely 

professional, high quality business.”  

 

theWord Direct Managing Director Huw Stiley commented “By bringing together the professionalism and knowledge of both 

companies, I strongly believe this acquisition will be significantly beneficial to the whole customer base. It has always been 

our goal to develop the spectrum of products and product knowledge to ensure our customers are receiving the best 

possible service and advice. This combination of skills and expertise provides a strong platform to recognise and expand on 

opportunities that will undoubtedly be of benefit to all our customers.” 

 

 

Mark Gordon, Evolve Group’s MD will be taking over from Huw in July but the day to day management will remain with the 

existing theWord Direct team. 

 

 

The addition of theWord Direct helps strengthen the position of evolve with the breadth of products it can offer, and will 

provide increased opportunity for cross fertilisation of services across the group. As a result of this acquisition, evolve will 
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now have over 100 employees and will manage in excess of 60,000 numbers across nearly 3,000 SMEs. This positions evolve 

as one of the top independent mobile companies in the UK. 

 

 

The acquisition of theWord Direct comes shortly after another recent acquisition that of Vodafone Silver partner MPC 

Romford. Managing Director Mark Gordon commented “Although evolve have focussed more on acquiring larger companies, 

the addition of MPC Romford to the evolve family was given no less importance. The move was executed very smoothly with 

the entire customer base contacted and migrated within a matter of days.” 

 

 

In order to accommodate further growth, evolve have recently expanded into purpose built offices in Shoeburyness, Essex. 

The offices have been designed to create a modern, professional business environment for employees and customers alike. 

Managing director Mark Gordon commented,  “I am extremely happy to see all of our plans finally coming together for the 

new building. The new office is very impressive and offers an innovative and comfortable environment for us all, helping us 

to achieve our goal of working more cohesively to move the business forward.” 

 

 

These combined developments demonstrate evolve’s strong commitment to both its customers and its employees and form 

part of an on-going strategy of placing itself in a position of strength to explore new opportunities and growth.  

 

ENDS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For further information contact: 

Chris Tressider 

Marketing Manager 

e:  chris.Tressider@evolvetele.com 

m: 07502 225910 
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About evolve telecom: 

evolve telecom is a leading provider of mobile, fixed line, broadband, unified communications and IT solutions to SME 

businesses nationwide. Delivering services to customers for over 20 years, evolve leverages experience and expertise to drive 

customer revenue, profitability and satisfaction. A leading Platinum Partner of Vodafone, evolve works in true partnership 

with customers to understand individual business telecom and IT challenges, before implementing solutions that really work. 

Whether a  customer requires just one single mobile connection, or a plethora of integrated mobile and IT services to support 

their business, evolve takes every opportunity to ensure all customers, whatever their business, whatever their size, really do 

get the most from their business telecom and IT solutions. www.evolvetele.com  

 

 

About Harlequin 

 

Harlequin is a Corporate Finance Consultancy based in Henley-on-Thames, UK. It was established in 1999 and as an 

organisation has significant experience working for companies such as Six Degrees Group, GCI Com and MPS plc. Prior to 

setting up Harlequin, MD Ian Freeman worked for multinational corporations including Black & Decker and Vodafone as well 

as in a VC backed MBO, Sterry Group. 

 

Working for companies that are looking to grow through acquisition, Harlequin works in a similar way to that of an executive 

recruitment consultant. Instead of waiting for companies to be formally put up for sale, Harlequin targets all those that are a 

suitable fit, to take advantage of the natural curiosity of entrepreneurs and to find the best solution – and value – for the 

acquirer. 

Harlequin Corporate Finance is dedicated to searching, securing and unlocking value for entrepreneurs. 

 

For further information contact: 

Ian Freeman 

Managing Director 

01491 411757 

ianf@harlequincf.co.uk 


